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Expression of Interest 

To Join the proposed: 

The Sovereign Manufacturing 
Automation for Composites 

Cooperative Research Centre (The SoMAC CRC) 
Dear Colleagues, please join as foundation partners!  Register Now. 

The Australian manufacturing sector has a growing need to expands its reach, 
particularly in the face of Australia’s National Priorities as recently announced by 
Prime Minister, The Honorable Scott Morrison. 

A selection of industry innovators and UNSW are currently planning a Cooperative 
Research Centre (CRC) to enable automation of composites production. 

Foundation partners are expected to comprise leaders from the manufacturing 
sector, expanding from pre-existing affiliations with UNSW, and in particular the 
School of Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering (MAME), which includes the 
AMAC Training Centre (ARC Training Centre for the Automated Manufacture of 
Advanced Composites). 

UNSW and its collaborators have been successful in delivering high performance 
advanced composites technologies and training the next generation of 
ambassadors.  Target sectors to date have included marine, automotive, 
transport, health, sport, hydrogen, infrastructure and defence.  With the 
experience and success of existing collaborations, combining both education and 
research programs, the consortium well positioned to address a selection of post-
Covid19 national challenges in composites manufacturing. 

CRCs are administered via the Ministry of the Australian Government’s 
Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources.  They offer a number of 
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funding opportunities to support industry-led R&D projects attractive to both 
industry partners and to university-based researchers. 

It is proposed that a CRC for the SoMAC CRC will unlock enablers for 

Australia’s future “Road Map” through manufacturing automation, applying 
composite technologies and developing world class skills, creating long-term self-
sufficiency for targeted Australian Manufacturing Sectors. 

CRC grants, along with matching industry funds, target medium to long-term 
industry-led research collaborations for up to 10 years, with aims including: 

• Solving industry identified problems and improve the competitiveness, 
productivity and sustainability of Australian industries 

• Providing industry-focused education and training program, including a 
PhD program that builds capability and capacity 

• Increasing research and development (R&D) capacity in small to medium 
enterprises (SMEs) 

• Encouraging industry take up of research 

https://www.business.gov.au/Grants-and-Programs/Cooperative-Research-Centres-CRC-Grants
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Whilst there is no specified limit to funding for each CRC, the SoMAC CRC is 
poised to enable well over $150million in research projects. 

Guideline dates for CRC Round 23 of applications (yet to be announced): 

 

Call to Action 

The SoMAC CRC is vital to Australia’s up-skilling, sustainability, 
sovereign independence and economic stimulus. 

UNSW is proposing expressions of interest from industrial collaborators and 
university research teams to join as foundation partners and direct the proposal 
for the SoMAC CRC to establish the manufacturing “Road Map” for Australia’s 
future, enabled by advanced composites technologies. 

Please contact UNSW for an obligation free exploratory discussion.  Confirm your 
Registration of Interest at your earliest convenience. (Closing 31/1/21) 

• Online planning workshops will be scheduled thereafter, including 
candidate academic and industry partners. 

Coordinators include: 
• Prof. Ganga Prusty, Director, AMAC Training Centre 
• Prof. Paul Compston, Deputy Director, AMAC Training Centre 
• Prof. Chun Wang, Head of School of Mechanical and Manufacturing 

Engineering 
• Warwick Dawson, Director, UNSW Knowledge Exchange (KE) 
• Iain Walker, Business Development & Commercialisation, UNSW KE 
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Candidate Partners include: 
AMAC’s Academic and Industry Collaborators 

as well as well as: 
UNSW Faculty of Engineering partner ecosystem 

Related industry Body Memberships via Expression of Interest 

https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/our-partners
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/our-partners

